OUR CITY IN THE GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR
	LEAD-IN


 1.   What do you know about the Great Patriotic War?

2.   Did any of your family members take part in it??

	HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW?  


1.   Was our city occupied by the fascists during the Great Patriotic War?

2.   When was it?

3.   Whom of the heroes of our city do you know?

	TEXT


Our City in the Great Patriotic War
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The Great Patriotic War broke out on the 22nd of June, 1941, and the life in the city changed greatly. 

During the first days of the war thousands of citizens of the city went to the front. Those who stayed showed the miracles of heroism and working valour. They not only fulfilled but exceeded the plan of coal mining,

introduced fast ways of mining. Women took places of their husbands and brothers in the working face. 

Schoolchildren, students of the Mining College and the Medical College worked on the fields of Oktyabrsky area harvesting.

By the spring 1942 the construction of defensive fortifications around the city had nearly been completed. Women made ninety-five per cent of all manpower.

On the 24th of July, 1942, the Soviet troops left the city. The first action of the German command was execution of active workers and captives. For executions fascists adapted the shaft of the mine named after Krasin where 3500 patriots were thrown. In 1975, the Memorial to the Victims of fascism was opened at that place. All together 13854 people were killed in the city during the period of occupation. 3500 young men and women were driven to Germany. 

As well as in other cities and towns an underground was founded in Shakhty which was headed by T.S.Kholodov, I.T.Klimenko, O.A.Meshkova and others. Underground workers blew up an echelon with military machinery at the railway station of Kamenolomny, the bakery, the food warehouse. Many active workers of the underground were arrested and killed with special cruelty. 

On the 12th of February, 1943, our city was liberated by the troops of the 5th Army of the Southern Front. After the liberation the citizens started the city-wide reconstruction of the mines, factories, schools and hospitals. Although the number of workers was less than necessary the mining of coal was growing day after day. 

The natives of the city could be met in battles all over the country. Twenty-nine of them were given the title of the Hero of the Soviet Union. Many streets, some schools are named after them. The Eternal Flame, the Alley of Glory, Victory Square, a lot of memorials and memorial tablets remind us of the heroism of our city-folk. Pilot A.K.Gorovets knocked out nine enemy planes in one battle which was unheard in the history of the world aviation. 

Another pilot D.M.Tatarenko knocked out 16 planes personally and 8 in the group. For his joint actions with allied pilots he was awarded the American Marine Cross by the President of the USA F. Roosevelt personally. 
When the great day of our victory came the citizens of our city could say that they had fulfilled their duties to the country. 
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	REFERENCES


the working face — забой 

defensive fortifications — оборонительные сооружения 

an underground — подполье 

the food warehouse — продовольственный склад

the Eternal Flame — Вечный огонь

Marine Cross — Морской крест
	WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT?


Use the information in the text to answer the questions.

1.   What was the role of women and children during the war? 

2.   When did the Soviet troops leave the city?

3.   How many people perished during the occupation period?

4.   How did underground workers fight against fascists?

5.   When was the city liberated?

6. How many Heroes of the Soviet Union were our city-folk?

7. What places remind us of the war?

Think a little and express your opinion.

1.   Why did fascists rush to our city?

2.   What duties to the country did the citizens of the city fulfill?

	CREATIVE IMPULSE


TOPIC:   The Book of Heroes.

END PRODUCT:  the book about the Heroes of the Soviet Union who lived in our city.

1)   Divide into groups and write stories about the Heroes of the Soviet Union who lived in our city.

2)   Make presentations of your stories in class.

3)   Make an album “The Heroes of the Soviet Union From Our City”.
