OUR TWIN TOWN GELSENKIRCHEN
	LEAD-IN


1.   What is a twin town?

2.   What does it mean to be twin towns?

	HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW?  


1.   Does our city have twin towns?

2.   What is the twin town of Shakhty in Germany?

3.   What do you know about it?

	TEXT


Gelsenkirchen
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Only 600 people lived in the village of Gelsenkirchen when deposits of coal were found in its suburbs in 1840. Only 50 years later the village turned to a town with the population of 138.000 inhabitants. "Black gold", as people call coal in those places, promoted extremely fast growth. Looking for jobs peasants from rural regions of East Prussia and Poland came there. In the days of blossoming of coalmining

industry 60 pits functioned around Gelsenkirchen. Blast furnaces, coking shops and steel foundries transformed Gelsenkirchen into "the town of a thousand fires". To attract new workers, enterprises built for them houses with big personal plots where miners and steel founders could cultivate vegetables. 
The 60th years of the 20-th century became the period of industrial decline for the region. Cheap import coal and alternative energy sources made the local coal-mining industry less profitable. One by one mines began to be closed. For thousands of miners it meant loss of workplaces, and the population of the city was reduced from 345.000 to 280.000 people within several years.
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The 300-metre long glass arcade of the Technology Centre in the Science Park opens up when the sun is shining, with the added bonus of a breath of fresh “sea air”.

However farewell to the industrial past meant the beginning of a new epoch for the city. Gelsenkirchen has got rid not only of the glory of the dirty working city, but also has gone through deep structural changes. The city of a thousand fires gradually turns to "the town of a thousand suns": new jobs have been created and many measures have been taken to help raise the quality of life. In the Science Park on the roof of the Technology Centre one of the world’s largest solar-energy reactors can be found. Many other institutions are housed there. The Technology Center has become the symbol of the new epoch. This futuristic building received the premium of the Union of Architects of Germany for the best architectural decision in 1995. The complex of buildings of the Technology Center surrounded with a small park and a pond suits the taste of birds as well: ducks and pigeons feel perfectly here.

Not everyone knows, where Gelsenkirchen is situated, but one of the areas of this city is known to all the country - Schalke. Since collieries of the region which had determined the rhythm of life of the city were closed, football has got the new value for the inhabitants of Gelsenkirchen: football became the symbol of solidarity. For a long time the players of the team were mainly miners. Perhaps, the most well-known player was Ernest Kutsorra. For 25 years he had been the captain of this team. It was very successful in 1930s-1940s. At that time the team became 6 times the champion of Germany. In 2001 the third stadium "Arena Shalke " with a sliding lawn and a huge roof was constructed for the team. This "advanced of all modern stadiums" provides seating for 62000 spectators. 

UEFA Cup Finals 97—FC Schalke 04 after a 4:2 victory over Inter Milan.                                                                       
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	REFERENCES


Prussia — Пруссия
blast furnace — доменная печь

coking shop — коксовальный цех

steel foundries — сталелитейные заводы

steel founders — сталелитейщики  
	WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT?


Use the information in the text to answer the questions.

1.   What promoted extremely fast growth of the town? 

2.   What are the reasons of the crisis in coal industry? What were the results?

3.   What branch of industry is being developed in Gelsenkirchen?

4.   Why is Gelsenkirchen known all over the country?

5.   Why is “Arena Schalke” called “advanced of all modern stadiums”?

Think a little and express your opinion.

1.   Why did Shakhty and Gelsenkirchen become twin towns?

2.   Can you explain what “the town of a thousand fires” and “the town of a thousand suns” mean?
	CREATIVE IMPULSE


TOPIC:   A Twin Town is Wanted!

END PRODUCT:  a web-site with an advertisement of our native city.

1)   Make a draft of a web-site of our city. Give some information about Shakhty. Explain what kind of city our twin town should be.

2)   Discuss your drafts all together and choose the best or design new ones combining the ideas of the whole class.
